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While states remain organized on the basis of 17th century concepts  of mutually exclusive territorially bound sovereignties which assumes fixed populations of subjects that "belong to these sovereigns," (known as the "Westphalian" system)human beings are responding to contemporary conditions that facilitate movement and provide unprecedented information regarding opportunities in different locations.  While such movement is taken for granted when it occurs within a country (a very large parrt of the population pursues its education in places other than where they are born and subsequently move in the course of their occupational career), such movement is still considered a deviation from the norm when it occurs BETWEEN countries, and international migrants are expected to sever their ties to their country of origin. The time has come to revise our ideas of integration to take into account the fact that, much as our brains provide us with the capacity for being multi-lingual,as are  evidently most of the people in this room,  it is quite possible for us to be multi-national. Maintaining home ties in the age of the internet and of cheap air flights is not an indication of resistance to integration, but a normal tendency to seek to have one's cake and eat it too. But we must take into account a majo diffeence between cultural elements: while it is easy to be multi-lingual, and languages are cumulative, ao that individuals can make use of different languages fo different purposes (working, making love, speaking to one's children) religious affiliations are formally considered mutually exclusive, especislly if the religions are monotheistic. Hence individuals tend to retain their religious identity of origin, even if they do not practice it very fervently. 

