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The fairly recent opening of Western Europe in the last thirty years to North-South significant migratory fluxes, has clearly shown the deficiencies, or even the absence of, satisfactory immigration policies in the majority of European countries. A major political and social crisis is threatening, not least in France with the rise of the National Front, which gained 21% of the vote in the Presidential election in April 2002, thanks to a campaign based on xenophobia and attacks on immigrants. These facts are well known. I would like to concentrate on conceptual questions and on the shortcomings of our democratic model. When we think about citizenship in this new social and cultural context, are the traditional notions of nationhood, Nation-State, and nationality still applicable? Especially, in the case of France, is the strongly assimilatory and universalistic Republican model justified? Don’t we need to think differently in order to properly welcome and integrate populations who cannot or do not want to assimilate in the way previous waves of immigrants were able to?

I will argue that to meet the huge problems created by immigration and integration in a spirit of justice and pragmatism, we should rely not on a false toleration based on cultural relativism, but on a deeper understanding of moral individuality and of its needs, in the person of the immigrant as well as of the host citizen. We should look at the process as a two-way exchange. In the end, there is possibly as much to be gained for the hosting party as for the immigrant population.

