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This paper evaluates the spatial integration of new immigrant groups in a multiethnic context.  In particular, the paper explores an emerging common phenomenon of new immigrant groups clustering in suburban areas.  We argue that new immigrant households are concerned about neighborhood safety. They are attracted to suburban neighborhoods where crime rates are generally low.  Since suburban neighborhoods have become more heterogeneous in recent decades, new immigrant households can find safe neighborhoods within suburban areas without necessarily paying higher housing cost than they would have if they reside in the central city or some other suburban neighborhoods.  As immigrant groups tend to have constrained household budget, only a limited number of suburban neighborhoods are financially accessible to these households.  As a result, new immigrant households become spatially clustered within suburban areas.  The 1996 Toronto census data in general confirms this hypothesis.  Implications to our understanding of immigrant integration into the larger society are discussed.

