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This paper will focus on the contextual differences between the Netherlands and the United States and the impact of these differences on the life of Iranians in both countries. Between 1995 en 2000 I have been listening to the narratives of Iranian women in exile in the two countries. After that I have been conducting research in both countries on the discourses of identity in relation to migrants and the Iranian organizations in the U.S. The regional focus of my research in the U.S. has been in California, particularly in Los Angeles. The main attention of this comparative research has been on the processes through which national identity is constructed in relation to migration and how these processes have influenced the space for cultural difference within each country. This space is shown to be essential for the ways that migrants (in this case Iranians) position themselves in the two countries. In the Netherlands Iranians position themselves exclusively as Iranians and do not sense belonged to the Dutch society or identity. In the U.S. to the contrary hyphenated positioning of Iranian-American is quite common among this migrant group and they at home in their new country. This paper tries to answer the following question: how a so-called tolerant society such as the Netherlands would contribute to the construction of essentialist and mono-cultural identities such as exclusively Iranian and the American society, (an ‘old enemy’ to many Iranians in the revolutionary years) has enabled the formation of hybrid positioning as Iranian-American?

