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As Westerners, and whether we like it or not, we are henceforth, as Nathan Glazer has stated, all multicultural.
   The multicultural nature of Europe’s national communities is a recent phenomenon connected with the sedentarization of those waves of immigrants who settled in Europe following the World War II, and which all shared the common characteristic of coming from non-European, mainly Islamic, cultures.  In the United States, the issue of cultural differences and their political management has not been associated with the integration of different immigrant groups, but rather with the black community’s progress towards emancipation.  The paper will discuss the status of Muslims as religious minority in such different context. It will present the specific tensions to Europe and the US that emerge between ethnicity and religion among Muslim populations. The specific policies and political discourses related to 9/11 will also be addressed. 
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