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The paper compares the formation and evolution of Salvadoran immigrant organizations in Los Angeles, CA, Washington, D.C., and Toronto , Ontario.  The paper explores differences and similarities in the character of Salvadoran refugee migrant organizations across the three locations including: the collective identity upon which Salvadorans base their claims to rights and recognition; their modes of organizing; and, relationships with local, national and transnational institutional actors.  The paper develops a multi-level comparative framework to explain these differences and advance the study of immigrant organizations.  M eso-level factors such as contexts of exit and reception, migrant modes of entry and status upon entry, the institutional opportunity structures encountered, and the character and spatiality of social network arrangements explain some of the differences and similarities in immigrant institution building across the three cities.  At the macro-level, national level im/migration and settlement policies and migration narratives of the receiving and sending country play into local and trans-local narratives of belonging to shape the collective identity and consequently the organizational agenda of an immigrant group.
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