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My paper considers how immigration has transformed conceptions of citizenship and nationhood in Canada and Germany.  In both cases, the admission and integration of hitherto excluded groups – specifically, non-whites in Canada and non-ethnic Germans in Germany – has challenged traditional conceptions of identity and broadened boundaries of membership and belonging.  Yet, the course of change has unfolded quite differently in the two countries.  Whereas the expansion of citizenship has proceeded quickly and relatively smoothly in Canada, the process has been slower and more fractious in Germany.  The paper considers why this has been the case, offering a politically centred argument to explain variation.  

