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In moments when the European multilateralism had generated the background that easily foretold the growing “anti-Americanism” of current times, the tragic impact of 11/9 promoted a decisive re-assessment of the social policies regarding the reception of refugees and immigrants in the United Kingdom.  Even if criticised, the North American experience has backed not only the on-going critical review but also contributed with some valuable initiatives for practical policy-making.

With an ethnic population counting for more than 50% of the inhabitants in some of the London Boroughs –considering not only the newcomers but also their descendents, usually called “second and even third generation of immigrants”-, it finally became apparent that the dozens of thousands of people that per year, according official Home Office statistics, take up British citizenship had to become “real” citizens, rather than being the “British passport holders” depicted by the papers.

In fact, the British multicultural model of “salad bowl” started to show serious outcome problems against its classical and heavily criticised counterpart, the American “melting pot”.
British policy-makers decided to look for successful international experiences of alternative models, the American and Canadian experience gave ground to the innovative project for the first Citizenship Ceremonies in the United Kingdom.

In this paper I will consider the way this initiative was presented to the public opinion in general and the increasingly politicised immigrants’ groups in particular; also how the American experience weighted as positive or negative reference, depending the ideological context where it was considered.

Further consideration will be made about the wide implications of the citizenship ceremonies’ project, especially considering if it just took the formal aspects of its referred American precedents or also some its symbolic contents.

From the perspective of the only immigrants’ organisation that welcomed the initiative since it was first presented, I will argue that UK New Citizen’s novel approach –which allowed us to easily foresee the success of the project- took in consideration the willingness of a large proportion of immigrants and refugees to properly integrate as “new citizens” into the receiving society; the perception on how the reception of immigrants has been organised in North America certainly helped to individualise areas not sufficiently considered by the old British system 

Finally, I will also argue that the weighty evidence provided by the American experience has greatly facilitated, especially at policymaking level, the on-going review of the basic assumptions and paradigms of the Race Relations system in Great Britain.
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